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PREFACE. 


ö JELOVED Children, 1 g that 
my health was greatly impaired 
before I retired from buſineſs, it be- 
| hoved me to ſtudy its preſervation, 


which I was ſenfible could not be re- 


paired, but by open air and rural 


amuſements ;—-therefore, at leiſure _ 


hours, I thought proper to compoſe 
the following Es8avys and MisceL-. 


LANxEOUS pieces, purpoſely for your _ 
_ edification; which 1 have made as 
ſhort as potlible, in order for their bet- 


| ter retention. 


My ſole deſign, in 


theſe compoſitions, was to diſcourage _ 
Vice, and to promote Virtue. The 
inſtruction of youth being a matter f 


the greateſt conſequence, how heavy 


| ö then putt that charge lay upon pa- 


rents! what bad examples are free - 


quently ſeen for want of that Inſtruc- 


tion ! whit a ſhocking ſentence was 


| * | e to old W & for that neg- 


let! — 


vi. "PREFACE 


le! when impiety and wickedveſi 


are evidently ſeen daily increaſing, it 
becometh all good men to put a ſtop 
thereto. How ſtrenuous has our gra- 
. cious Sovereign been in exerting his 
prerogative, for the better obſervation 


Z of the Lord's Day, and the checking 


of vice and immorality! And What a 
worthy character does that gentleman 
bear who was the firſt promoter of 
8 Sunday Schools If my weak endea- 
. vours have anſwered any purpoſe, for 
your better inſtruction, I have only 

excrted the talent given me, and even 


fallen ſhort of my duty. May the 


Gad of Grace enable you, not only to 
read, but to practice theſe leffons of 


morality. A legacy (in my eyes) far 


E exceeding alFothers ta be left you: by 5 


you's ear ay F ather | 


Lv. 
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= RELIGION 


EI 1GION being a worſhip due to the 


deity for our creation and preſerva- 


tion, which all nations on earth, by ſome 
image, cuſtom, form, or manner, adored ; - 
it pleaſed the Supreme Being to give his fa 
vourite people, the Jews, an excellent code 
ol laws for their better government, as well 
as a great number of rites and ceremonies 
alſo, which they were ſtrictly commanded to 
perform; but, in length of time, not only 
their laws, but alſo their rites and ceremo- 
nies, were ſo deviated from, or corrupted, 
that at the fullneſs of time our bleſſed Re- 
deemer appeared on earth, in order to renew _ 
the covenant, and inſtitute a better code of 
laws, not by annihilating the old law, but 
gong | and amending 1 it where e no 


— 
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10 MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS, 
which is called the Goſpel, which was ſealed 
| with his blood, and which was divulged over 
all the world 'by his Apoſtles, in order for 


mankind to embrace. How happy muſt _ 


that nation be, who hath embraced, and 


holdeth faſt that heavenly form of do&trine, 
ſo far excelling all others, that there is no 


name under Heaven whereby we can be ſa- 


ved but the Lord IESsUS CHRIST. 
Let us then, who have embraced Chriſti- 


anity, hold faſt our profeſſion without wa- 
vering or diſſimulation; let us not only per- 
uſe the goſpel precepts, but practiſe them; 
for he inviteth all mankind to come to him, 
do take his yoke upon them, and then they 
hall find reſt for their ſouls; ; for he 1 is TO 
: Tub t e 8 


chRTSTu4s. DAT. 
NHRISTMAS-DAY being kept o on FY 


herds 925 


twenty. fifth of December, in memory 
: of the nativity of Jesus CHRIST, ought 
to be had in great reverence by Chriſtians, as 
there is not a feſtival in the church equal to 
it. For as the joy in heaven, on the morn- 
3 ing of that ay, Was ulhered 1 in to the ſnep- 
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| herds by a multitude of the heavenly hoſt, 


ſinging hallelujahs to God in the higheſt le. 
_ gree, and to the earth peace, and good will 
towards men; how great then ſhould our 
thankſgiving and joy be to him, when it 
was fo celebrated by the heavenly hoſt, and 


all for the benefit of ſinful mortals ! 


Leet us, my children, lay aſide all pleaſures 
and follies, too much practiſed amongſt us, 
at that ſeaſon, and let us ſtrive to keep that 


ſolemnity with more aweful regard, by ob- 


| ſerving the precepts of the holy goſpel, and 
living more peaceably one with another; 
then we need not fear that after this frail life 
is ended, we ſhall have our everlaſting abode. 
in the manſions of bliſs and happineſs, with 
our blefled Redcemer, the Prince of Feace. 8 


| * 6 HR 78 774 NITY. 


\HRISTIANITY | is fo olorions; a title - 
that its followers ſhould ſeriouſly lay 
it to heart, and confider well the principles 
on which it was eſtabliſhed ; for on the well 
br ill performance thereof depends their fu- 
ture happineſs or miſery, How bleſſed {| 
1 muſt = be who have not only embraced, 
5 . „„ . 


e Pet. elenaarro—4 —— 
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but perſevered in that heavenly profeſſion ! 


But how curſed muſt they be, who, after 
having embraced it, turn apoſtate, and cru- 


cify their bleſſed redeemer over again! It 


is not ſo light and eaſy a matter as ſome ima- 
gine, to be a real and a devout Chriſtian ; 


yet our bleſſed Redeemer invites all that la- 


bour and are heavy laden with fins, to come 


to him, and he will refreſh them. That is, 
he will teach and inſtruct them in the ways 
of meekneſs, gentleneſs, and mercy, and will 
change their former burthenſome ſervitude, 
nba a reaſonable obedience of his precepts. 
Now in order to attain theſe gracious 
een in the holy goſpel, we muſt lay 


aſide all earthly vanities and follies, ſet our 


 affeQions on things above, and not on things 
| below, and make his precepts our entire 
ſtudy and delight, without variation or diſ- 
— ſimulation, We muſt be ſtrong, reſolute, _ 
and unconquerable ; not carrying on an ob- 
{cure or hypocritical profeſſion, but all our 
actions and expreſſions muſt continually ſhew 
that we are his followers ; and we mult for- 
ſake even all that is dear to us in this world, 
if we wiſh to be his diſciples. Thus, by giv- 
l. 
neſs, we may make our ar e and election : 


Ing all diligence, by righteouſneſs an 


- ure. 


w. 


—ͤ̃ —— — — 
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Iv. DUTY of the MINISTERS 4 


the G OSPEL. 
Jun bleſſed Low, in the beginning af 


his ſermon on the mount, lays open 


to bis apoſtles their miſſion and duty, by 


comparing them to the ſalt of the earth, a 
city ſet upon a hill, and a candle ſet on 


candleſtick; by theſe compariſons their man- 
ner of life is deſcribed. Now as the miniſ- 


ters of the goſpel, the obſervations and in- 


ſtructions, ought to be reciprocal, clergymen 


ought to devote themſelves wholly to God, 


not only in the exerciſe of holy offices, the ES 
- miniſtration of prayers and lacraments, but 
alſo in ſhewing a good example in their pri- 


vate life and converſation, as they are ex- 


empt from ſecular employ ments. Indeed it 


behoves all ranks of people to devote them- 
ſelves wholly to God, according to their 


capacities, in all their undertakings. | 
| ___ Yet would our teachers and ſuperiors be- 
gin the example, and put in execution the 

laws for the puniſhment of vice and wicked- 


neſs, the glaring practices of the preſent age 
would ſoon be diminiſhed, and CHRIS Ti _ 


ANY reſtored to its e ſtate. 


„ 


V. = LOVE off GOD and our 
NEIGHBOUR. 


HE live of God, and the love of our 


Neighbour, are the two greateſt com 
mandments of both the Law and the Goſpel. 
It need not be enumerated how great our 
love ought to be to him who giveth us all 
the bleſlings and comforts of this life, as 
well as health to enjoy them, if we are but 
careful enough to preſerve it; but as he 


made us free agents, and left happineſs and 


miſery in our choice, we, through the frailty 
of our nature, embraced the alluring plea- 

ſures and vanities of this world, and torteited 
that happineſs; yet ſtill we have an advocate 

with God, who took pity on us, miſerable _ 
creatures, purchaſed our redemption with 
his blood, and freed us from fin and deſtrue- 

tion, by renewing the covenant, on condi- 
tion of diligently fulfilling the commands of 
dis holy goſpel. 
le us; therefore, lake our bleſſed. We. 
deemer with all the power of both body and 


foul, by Keeping his commandments, for 


1 55 they are joyous and not grievous; and then 
| we ſhall not fail to love our neighbour alſo; 
for love is the füllung of both the law and 5 


the a, 


55 5 


„ . 5 - - 5 ; 7 7 
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vI. PARENTS DUTY, and CHIL- 


DRENS OBEDIENCE. 


E are commanded by our great Cre- 
_ ator, to honour and obEy our pa- 


rents, That our days on earth may be pro- 

| longed; which is a duty fo highly incumbent 
on children, that they are never able to re- 
taliate. For what child is able to do as 
much for his father, as his father hath done 
for him? The parents care never ceaſes till 
they are bereft of life; neither ought it; for, 


as our Heavenly Father 18 continually pour- 


ing his bleſſings on us without exception, ſo 


ought we upon our children; for the old 


law impreſſes us to be continually inſtruct- 
ing them, and Solomon tells us 'I hat if we 
ſhew them the right way in their youth, 
they will not depart from it. 
Thus, by bringing them up in the fear of 
the Lord, they will continue to obſerve that 
ſtrict obedience due to their parents, and 
will, at all times, be ready to aſſiſt them, if 
required, as far as lies in their power; and 
thus, by children fulfilling the command- 
ment, their days on earth will be prolonged. 


5 
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vn. READING the SCRIPTURES 
Un bleſſed "PO ECT neat his 


an 2008 BOOKS. 
| 2 diſciples to ſearch the ſcriptures, for 


in them are contained inſtruction how to 
gain eternal life, as well as miſeries and woes 
pronounced to thoſe nations that obſerve 
not theiKcontents, What greater favours 
can any matt ſhew to his fellow creatures, 
than depicting the vices of the age, and re- 
preſenting their follies in their proper co- 
jours? All the prophets, ſent to the once 
favourite people of God, were fraught with _ 
"Mee inſtructions; and the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves gently rebuked thoſe nations who 
vVvoere addicted to prophaneneſs and idolatry. 
Let me intreat my children at leiſure 
= Eee (but more particularly on the Sabbat 
day) to let the word of God, or ſome godly 
book: be ircquently peruſed; ; and let me 
alſo beg that no Romance, Novel, or laſcivi- 
ous Comedy, be in your pofſeſlion; for they 
only ſhew you the intrigues of folly a and 
wickedneſs, which probably you would not 
have harboured the leaſt idea ot, had they 
not repreſented them to you. Let the lu= 
5 dicrous books, t too much encouraged ts rl 
| . 
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this age, be ſhunned and rejected; and 
ſtrive, by ſhewing a good example your- 
ſelves, to win over " thoſe who are too much 


inclined to peruſe bach — of W T 


and * 


vi. KEEPING HOLY the SABBATH. 


"HE ſupreme command of the Deity, 

in Keeping holy the Sabbath day, 
is ſo much neglected, that the day is 
turned too much into a day of leatate: 


Some perhaps will ſay that the concourſe of 


people attending Divine worſhip, on that 


day, will teſtify the contrary. It is true the 
churches may be ſeen pretty well filled with _ 
people in ſome places ; but in others too 
much neglected. Do but viſit the taverns, 
or public places of recreation, and you will 
probably find more there than at church; 
and, too 1 the people who have 
: -attended Divine ſervice in the morning, 
may, too many of them, be met with in the 
evening at the alehoufe, or perhaps at their 
worldly employments. Beſides, the me- 
chanics, apprentices, and labourers being 
freed from their work on that day, inſtead 
bf taking a walk to the church, are too 
: frequently ſeen to take Jaunts of pleaſure. - 


"Yet 


by 
s: 

4 

: "4 

' ? 
* 

1 

4 
f 
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Yet if parents, as well as maſters and 
miſtreſſes, would but imprint in the minds 


of their children and ſervants the ſerious- 
neſs of the duty, and the conſequences at- 
tending the careleſs neglectthere of, it would 

grcatly help towards the diſcreet obſervance 
of that vp". 


w. FORGIVING ONE ANOT HER. 


ORGIVENESS of wreſpaſſes repreſents i 
ſo much the character of our bleſſed |} 


| Redeemer, that 1t is one of the moſt ſerious 1| 

_ petitions in the prayer he has taught us; | 
for he ſays if we do not forgive one another, MW 
our Heavenly Father will not forgive us. 
How far different is this to the Jewiſh AK 
laws, where it is an eye for an eye, and a KB 
tooth for a tooth! ſo much more then does 
the profeſſion of Chriſtianity excel all other | 
4 alin. Yet how far do we find thole KF 
who call themſelves Chriſtians deviate from 
this Divine command of their Lord and 
Maſter! for the maxims which the Jewiſh, 
and other nations, had eſtabliſhed, are far 
too prevalent even amongſt the profeſſors of FJ 
5 Chriſtianity ; z as it is too N ſeen, by 


the 


OY 2 1 


DIVINE and MORAL 19 


the great hatred and malice ſhewn to one 
another. 


Since our eternal happinels depends ir 


our fulfilling this command, we muſt lay 
| aſide all animoſities to one another, and be 


willing to forgive our enemies as well as 


our neighbours; and then, if we make it 


the conduct of our life to forgive one 
another, we may reſt aſſured (if we die in 
no ſin unrepented of) that the Heavenly 
Father will forgive us our treſpaſſes; for on 
no other principles can Chriſtians expect 


= | eternal bliſs hereafter. 


5 5 PUBLIC and 22 TE PRA YERS. | 


JUBLIC and private devotions' are ſo 
becoming all ranks of people, that 
they have been practiſed, from the creation 
of the world to this time ; yet ſome allege 


they have not opportunity; ; others do not 


g chule to find any; but what excuſe can a 


5 


Ss BL public and private devotions, and ” ne. 


man have for not lifting up his heart to 
God, even in the midſt of his employment, 


or at any hour of the day ? it muſt be al- 


lowed that if a man be never ſo regular at 
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make his conduct in liſe agreeable to the 
| laws of God, his public and private prayers 


will be found deceitful, and avail him no- | 


ching. For our bleſſed Redeemer tells us, 


Tbat not every one that calleth him Lord, 


ſhall enter into the kingdom of Heaven, but 


be that doth the will of his Father which is 


in Heaven. Thus we plainly ſee, That to 
obey is better than ſacrifice, and to hearken, 8 
than the fat of rams. 
It is not to be doubted then, but that the 
; well thinking man will not only make the 
law of God his chief delight and ſtudy, but 


will always be frequent at public and private 
Prayers at all times, and on all occaſions, 


when required, except bodily infirmities 
prevent him; for he is aſſuredly told, by 
His bleſſed Redeemer, that where two or 
three are gathered together in his name, 
there will he be in the midſt of them, to 
| Hear and accept their prayers and thanks- 55 
eirings, when e performed. 


. HONOURING | the KING. 
2 Hahne the King, obedience to ; 5 


magiſtrates and the laws of the land, | 


dae the N of ey Oy PRE 1 in er 5 ſtate. 
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N rden theſe are -obſery ed, the nation 
flouriſheth; but when evaded or diſregard- 
ed, it will be in danger of falling into an- 
archy and confuſion. The increaſe of 
wickedneſs occaſions the legiſlature ſo often | 
to make alterations in the Jaws for the better 
preſervation of juſtice and equity, as well as 
puniſhing of vice and immorality, and, 
probably, when they do all in their power, 
they may ſtill fall ſhort of their expectations. 


Were CHRISTIANITY better inculca- 


ted, the laws of the land would be more re- 
vere} juſtice and equity would ſooner be 
ns eſtabliſhed; and we ſhould readily and wil- 
lingly conclude with our great Apoſtle, That 
loving our brethren, tearing. God, and 
honouring the King, 18 the OT of — 
5 Chriſtian. 


I. 14 T * 11 0 N Z. 


FAT RIMON Y dr an inftitution 5 
; eſtabliſhed by God at the creation, 
for the propagation of our ſpecies, ought to 

be ſeriouſly conſidered; as the contract is 
not only ſolemn, but honourable.” Ihe firſt 
5 miracle that the bleſſed Jesus did, was at a 
. . 5 wedding; | 
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3 ; which plainly evinces to all 
Chriſtian ſocieties of people, how great a 
regard ought to be had for it. Yet in how 
little eſteem is it held, when ſuch numbers 
not only evade it by incontinent practices, 
but even the marriage bed is too frequently 
defiled! Moreover, the great number of 
illegitimate children that are deſtroyed, as | 
alſo too many who have better fortune to be 
_ reared up, yet afterwards left to ſeek their 
| bread, deſtitute and abandoned; and yet 
there are nations who allow pollygamy, and 
licence bawdy-houſes. : 
Let us, my children, in order to directly 
= fulfil this great command, obſerve the goſ- 


| pel precepts, and ſhould you chuſe to lead a 


ſingle life, you mult obſerve the ſtrict chaſ- 


| tity there required; but if you cannot con- 
| tain, it is better to marry than burn. To 


avoid fornication, it is requiſite that every 


| man ſhould have his own wife, and every 


woman her own huſband; then we ſhould 
adhere to the creation's precept, even to 
leave Father and Mother and cleave unto 

his wife; and what God hath joined to- 


| gether, we ſhould not be deſirable to > put 
* Hunger. | e 
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xl. FORNICA T ION and ADULT ERT. , 


' DULTERY, by the old law, was 
puniſhed with death; but our bleſ- 


fed Fo EEMER forgave the woman taken 
in the fact, not omitting telling her, at the 
fame time, 'To go and fin no more. By 
this example is ſhewn the condeſcending 
love of our Saviour, in pardoning the pe- 
nitent. But let us not forget that he en- 
joined a more ſtri& obedience to chaſtity, in 
his goſpel, than the old teſtament had done; 
by telling us that whoever looketh on a 
woman to luſt after her, committeth adul- 
tery with her in his heart. How little is 


the precept regarded in this age, even 


amonglt thoſe who call themſelves Chriſ- 
_ tians ! For fornication and adultery are not 
only too frequently and glaringly practiſed, 
but laſciviouſneſs and lewd expreſſions too 
much made the topic of common conver- 
ſation. 


Nothing i is ſo expedient, in 1 a ſtop : 


to thoſe vices, as matrimony. Let not even 


S the pooreſt ſort of people be diſcouraged 


10 
[7 * 
; 

5 


from it; they need not doubt, if they enter 
into it as the ceremony of the church com- 
5 mand, with Prudence and . the 


2 Freie 7 
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Supreme Being will not only pour his blef. 
ſings on them, but enable them alſo to fight 
through this world, with comfort and ſatis- 


faction; ſo that inſtead of being beholden 
to a pariſh, they may become more helptul 


than needtul, as well as a Dieting | to ſociety. 


XIV. I, 4 SCIVIOUSNESS and. 


WANTONNESS. 


| ASCIVIOUSNESS and Wantonneſs, ; 
© cara to extremes, hurry. on the 


- 814% youths quickly to deſtruction. Were 
but a bock, entitled the Engliſh Onania, _-- 1 
ruſed with care, the unthinking debauchees _ 
would there reap the conſequences of ſuch 
wicked inclinations. The fair ſex have been 
too frequently blamed, for thoſe numerous 
_diforcers attending ſuch lewd. practic EE 
wiſh the unthinking youths were not more 
blamable for ſeducing them, as well as their 
__ own manual and nocturnal pollutions. lt 
is evident that modeſty is more innate in | 
5 the ladies than gentlemen. 


Would parents have a ſtrict regard to the ö 


iy | behaviour of their children, near the ap- f 

proach of puberty, as. well as ſchool- | 
5 malters t to their ſcholars, and check every 
| 5 immodeſt 1 


* 
— 


3 

N N 
= 
. 

; 

a 


DIVINE and MORAL 25 


immodeſt expreſſion and action in its bud, 


not forgetting to tell them, at the fame time, 


the heinouſneſs thereof, and the dangerous 


conſequences attending them, it would 
prevent not only a train of diſorders, but 

vumbets from ruin and unfortunate cataſ- 
e 


xv. FOLLIESS YOUTH. 


"HF follies of youth being early mb 
bed, it not only becometh parents, but 
8 all thoſe who have the care of their educa», 
tion, to narrowly inſpect as well as correct 
them. There is not a writer in the old 
teſtament, who has left behind him more 
leſſons of morality for the obſervance of 
youth than Solomon. He begins his book 
of Proverbs with their inſtruction, and he 
ends his preacher, with deſiring them to 
remember their Creator in the days of their 
youth, before riper years come on them; 
for if they forget him in youth, they will 
3 not remember him in old age. And, in- 
1 deed how ſhould they? For he fays, that it 
is as caſy for an Athiopean to become Shs. 
as a wicked man to become good. N 
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Now as the education of youth is of ſuch 
great importance, it beyond meaſure be- 
cometh parents to loſe no opportunity of 
inſtilling good principles into the minds of 
their children, and be continually inſtruct- 

ing them in their duty to God and man, 
when they fit in the houſe, when they walk 
by the way, when they lie down, and when 
they riſe up. For it is the only means of 
making good Stateſmen, as well as good 
Chriſtians. | 


Al. The FOLLIES if the ICE, roo much 
increaſed by e with Udolatrous 5 
— Nations. RT 7 


TT is allowed, chat every nation that faives 
to extend its commerce, not only adds to 
- the benefit of the ſtate, by increaſing the 
number of inhabitants, but enriching indivi- 
Aaauals by their diligence and induſtry. Vet 
ii is too true that we imbibe too much of 
their follies. We need not wonderwhat N 
e  enormities thoſe people run into, who have 
Not the word of God for their guide; (though AY 
|. the Almighty leave no kingdom deſtitute of | 
i 0 ſuch ices. as is | beneficial for their 
future f 
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future welfare and happineſs) no doubt but 
that thoſe nations, which have adopted ſuch 
ſcenes of folly and wickedneſs, muſt be ſen- 
 fible that they have deviated from the paths 
of virtue and godlineſs. This, however, 
_ ought to be no rule for the European na- 
tions, who have embraced Chriſtianity ; for 
inſtead of imbibing their follies, they ought 


rather to correct or adviſe them to the con- 


trary; for it is a ſure maxim, that evil com- 
munications corrupt good manners, and 
TY good communications corrupt evil manners. 


Let no nation, or people, that have en 
| braced Chriſtianity, think that they are te 


lerated to commit wickedneſs, becauſe the 


neighbouring ſtates with whom they are 


connected, purſue ſuch follies; but rather 
let them thank God that they have know- 
ledge to do better; and let them ſtrive, with 
all their power, to bring thoſe bewildered 
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people to a better ſenſe of their duty; know- — 


ing aſſuredly, That they who convert a ſin- 
ner from his wickedneſs, thall themſelves. f 


5 cover a a multitude of ſins, - 
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xvit. PROFUSION and PRODICALIT ＋. ; 
YROFUSION and Prodigality are ſuch | 


oppoſites to humanity and charity that 


nothing diſgraces Chriſtianity more. The 
Prodigal laviſheth away what ought to aſſiſt 


the induſtrious poor, and he who ſquander- 


eth away his treaſure voluptuouſly, and re- 
fuſeth charitable actions to the diſtreſſed, 
may properly be compared to the rich man 
in the goſpel; for the ſole uſe of riches 2 
ſhould be to do good with them. What 
woes did our blefled Lord pronounce againſt 
the rich, who made not a proper uſe of their 
riches! And how much did he condemn 
thoſe who boaſted of their charities | There _.- 
is more danger in riches than poverty; for 
the poor man hath only the good of his own 
ſtate committed to him; but the rich are 
intruſted with the welfare of thouſands. —- 
And be aſſured, There is more delight in 
being without What you have given, than in 
poſſeſſing great Ts, without knowing 
- their ule. 


The only happy wiſh i in 1040 life, i is Agar s, A 


and leaſt liable to temptation; but if it 
plüeaſe the Almighty giver of all things, to 
5 beſtow his favours more abuncantly upon 


us, : 
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us, let us not throw them away profulety or 


extravagantly; but make it our ckief ſtudy 
daily to do good with them; for we mult 
be accountable for their as gl 


XIII. FALSE and COMMON. 


SWEARING. 


Of F al the vices that mankind are liable 
to, nothing is ſo ſhocking or diſagree- 
able to the ear, as falſe and common ſwear- 
ing. There are not wanting too many of 
= thoſe who delight in cheating, tricking, and 
_ defrauding their neighbours; and for the 
lake of filthy lucre, ſome would not flick to 
ſwear their lives or fortunes away. How 


ſhocking, that in the place of public judica- 
ture, there are thoſe unfortunate wretches 


to be found! Moreover, Common Swearing 
being too lightly and infignificantly thought 
of, is become far too habitual and frequent 
a practice. „„ owl 
Il beſe vices are entirely owing to the 
5 hecdleſs neglect of parents correcting their 
5 children | in youth. How many of them do 
we find frequently FGarings when ſcarce 
capable of 0 puns and if no educa- 
. . tion, | 
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tion, or inſtruction be given them, i in order | 

to eradirate that vice, when they come up 
to men, they will be in danger of not ſcru- 
pling to take a Perjured open 


X. DUELLING. 


\ UELLING, being too much praQtiſed, 
it would be greatly worthy the legiſ. 


lator's notice to interfere, and, if poſlible, 
to put a ſtop thereto. It were greatly to 
be wiſhed, that quarreling and fighting, too 
frequent amonglt the inferior claſs of peo- 
ple, could be diminiſhed alſo; as it would 
not only prevent a great number of animo- 
ſities, but more firmly cement the ties of 
humanity, ſociety, and friendſhip due to one 
another. It may be alleged, that if the laws 
vere made never ſo ſevere, on that head, it 
Vvoould be difficult to reſtrain the proffligate | 
and abandoned. It is true, the bad ſeed is 
ſown in youth; and when ripened Tao: 42 

| manhood, will ſcarcely be eradicated. 1 


It is required, for parents then, as well; as 


1 ſchoolmaſters, to ſeverely correct thoſe un- 
der their care, when found guilty of ſuch 
 revengeful and turbulent Paſſions, (as ſome | 
„„ | will 


s 
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will be found more prone to them than 
others) and when they approach to puberty, 


that ſtri education and correction will not 


be forgotten. 


XX. 24 COMPANY. 


For, fays he, their feet run to evil, and they 


male hake- de hed blood.” Now had he 


not ſeen the conſequences attending their 


actions, he would not have repeated ſo often | 


theſe inſtructions to his ſon. 


No better advice can be given to youth 5 


T OTHING ke to be more acded. 

by youth, than bad company; as no- 
Ting is ſo dangerous; for evil communica- 
tions corrupt good manners. It has been 
too often the deſtruction of many unfortu« 
nate wretches. Solomon frequently cautions 
his ſon to evade their inſinuations, by bid- 
ding him not enter into the path of the 
wicked, nor go in the way of evil men.— 
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than his; for he requeſts them to put away | J 


3 ſorrow from their heart, and evil from their 
3 fleſh; and tells them that childhood and 
3 youth are vanity. And he fays alio, That 

1 it they will cheer themſelves up in the * Co 
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of their youth, and walk in the ways of their 

heart, and in the fight of their eyes, they 
muſt not forget to remember that Gop will 
ny them to judgement. 


xxl. ACTIONS and EXPRESSIONS. 


Ir mankind would but have a ſtrict regard 
to their actions, as well as expreſſions, 


0 conduct themſelves according to the 
beſt of their knowledge, it would not only 
ſhew a good example to others, but greatly 
add to their own felicity, as well as their 
neighbours. How far example prevails be- 

- yond precept, is daily ſeen amongſt us; for 
how ready are we to ſet at nought, the in- 
ſtructions of our teachers, who adviſe us to 
refrain from vices they may probably be 


guilty of themſelves! Never conſidering 


That they are frail as well as We. It is true, 
that to whom much is given much is re- 
quired; for he that hath five talents muſt 
be anſwerable for five; ; and he that hath 
but one, only for one. Let us not conclude 
then that education only makes good men; } 

jf that were the caſe, what would become of 

thoſe who have not been fortunate enough. | 

5 to Set any! | 
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As we are all, by nature, full of elne | 
and equally liable to temptations and follies, 
Jet us not bury our talent in the ground, but 
ſtrive with all our might to improve it.— 


Then we would make religion our chief 


conductor, and our actions and expreſſions 
would 8 —_ It. 


XXII. BACKBITING, CALUMNY, 


IG and SLANDER. 


+. B ACKBITING, C amy; ind Slander 5 
being ſuch prevailing evils, it is im 
pothble to evade their cenſures, what man- 
ner of life ſoever we purſue. You can ſcarcc 
converſe with any body but the queſtion is, 
_ what news? and there are far too many who 
in repeating a tale increaſe it fo quickly to 
the higheſt degree, that in the morning it is 


only petty larceny, but in the evening fe!- 


ony. Or ſhould you be at a viſit with YOur: --: 
friends or neighbours, and then declare your 
ſentiments candidly and openly, ſhould ſome 
of the hearers be of a different opinion, 
either by putting a wrong conſtruction on 
your expreſſions, or for want of a memory 
to retain them, or better abilities to dein | 
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them, you are then liable to their cenſures, 
for there are too many of ſuch perverſe and 


obſtinate tempers, that nothing pleaſes, 


whatever their neighbours ſay or do. 
Would every man ſtrive to improve the 
talents given him, attend with care to his 
daily employment, and at leiſure divert him- 
ſelf with ſome innocent amuſement, he would 
Toon be convinced to lay aſide rattling and 
backbiting, and be clearly ſenſible that it is 
better to do good than evil, and to be ſilent 
rather than ſpeak amifs of his neighbour. 


Tin. D R UNKE NNE 8 8. 


* all the follies that the W race are 
i ſubject to, nothing degrades them 
more than Drunkenneſs ; for the drunkard 
_ employs himſelf in eraſing the illuſtrious 
ſignature of reaſon which God ſtamped upon 
him in creation, as the prerogative of his 
nature; and alſo makes himſelf incapable of 
his duty, while he is ready to commit every 
ſin to which a temptation offers. How far 
it is prevalent in this nation, is daily ſeen in 
all taverns, places of amuſement and diver- 
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claſs of people. T he Supreme Being does 


not deny us any of the comforts of life, pro- 
vided we uſe them fo as not to abuſe our- 


1e]ves thereby. How delightfully might we 


enjoy a glaſs with an acquaintance, if friend- 


ſhip and ſociability were the only deſired 
obſects! 
Would but the retailers of ſpirituous - 


liquors ſtrive to keep more decency and 
_ regularity in their houſes, and would but 
the unfortunate victims, who fall as ſurely 
by thoſe follies as the ſword, uſe moderation 
in time, or at leaſt put a ſtop to the prac- 
tice before it becomes habitual, it would be 
a means of preventing innumerable diſaſters 
And misfortunes, as well as ſaving great nun- 


bers from beggary and deſtruction. | 


XXIV. Vo 


Ir all the 0 in life, 8 
is too often attended with the moſt 


fatal conſequences. The ladies, as well as 
_ gentlemen, have too much imbibed the Plea- 
Jure; nay indeed we find too many in all 
Y ſituations who have ſucked in the infection 
Jo Ys that they have 5 been un-. 
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5 done by it. How many might be named 

that have loſt both fortune and lite thereby : 
Were the covetous defire of winning 
money, as well as the dangerous conſequen- 
ces attending the loſing it, ſeriouſly con- 
ſidered by all ranks of people, at their diver- 
_ Hons, they might be deemed PLEAs8URES. 
But, without that regard, theſe amuſements 


muſt be called FOLLIES. | 


XXV. CO ETO NESS. 


1OVETOUSNESS, when it ſupera- | 


bounds in any perſon, is termed Idol- 
Da atry ; for where the treaſure is, there will 
be the heart alſo, Our principal treaſure | 
- ought not to be on earth, but in heaven; 
and if riches increaſe, we ought not to ſet 185 
our hearts upon them. How many are 
there, when a large fortune has befallen 
them, (even in manhood) who have made 
ſuch bad uſe of it, that it has been their de- 
ſtruction? Which plainly ſhews that thoſe | 
make the good things of this life their ta- 
vourite paſſion, or God. Moreover, the 
covetous man can ſcarcely be called honeſt ; 
for he too often increaſes his riches on dif- 
honeſt . 5 


Nothing 


DIVINE O MORAL 37 


Nothing will check this vice, or put a 
ſtop to it, but a ſetting our affections on 


things above and not on things below. For 


the time is ſhort we have to enjoy them; 


and who knoweth but this night our foul 


may be required of. us, even in the very 
height of projecting and making our for- 
tunes? And then it is doubtful whether our 
ill gotten riches will have any continuance 
with our ſucceſſors. : 


| XXVI. GOING Law. 


A oN to Li aw . our elne is %%% 
V far contrary to the goſpel precepts, 
that we are commanded to ſuffer wrong ra- 
ther than engage in it. Now, if we call our- 
ſelves profeſſors of Chrittianity, why do we. 
not better obſerve its precepts? Were our 
4 life or eſtate in danger, or villainy to be pro- 

23 ſecuted, there might be ſome excuſe; hut 

far too many are frequently going to law, 
and that for trifles only, nay even when the 
2 colts exceed the debt. his fayours of a a 
VP maleyolent prineiple. 


Were we endowed with any ea 


5 bumaaity, a and oblerved that Golden Rule 
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of doing to others, as we would have them | 
do to us, we ſhould better obſerve our Re- 


deemer's commands, and would looncr _ 
fer wrong 5 than go to law. 


XXV n. CRUELTY. and REI NGE. 


\RUELTY and Revenge are ſuch dia- 
bolical practices, that they are not 


: only diſguſtful, but diſgraceful to the pro- 


8 felfors of Chriſtianity⸗ Y et how frequently 
do we find thoſe impious nonſters appear- 
ing in all ſituations of life! nay, indeed, we 
5 find. children ſo prone to them, that one 2 


would imagine thoſe paſſions were inheren 


In our nature. It is true, we are born in ſin. 
and liable to all temptations that beſet and 
lurround ue; ſo that, uRGOnNtealys without 
_ reſtraint, we thould be guilty of innumerable 

vices and foilies, But what ſhall we fay of 

_ thoſe parents who delight to ſee a child re- 

venge itſelt? Even fo far as to pitched 

handy blows? Thus careleſsly corrected, 


155 cruelties and revenge will not that ö 


1 child be guuty of, whe en he arrives at matu- 
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aiſcovered in their children. Then they 
will be ready to acquieſce in the goſpel rules, 


that if any one ſhould ſmite them on the 
9 check, they will turn to him the left 


; XXVIIL AMBITIO N and 17 ANNT. 


' MBITION and Tyranny are frequent- 
ly the forerunners of deſolation and 


deſtruction. They have not only been the 
downfal of empires, but of communities and 
families. The ambitious man is never ſa- 
tisfied till his wants, or deſires, be fulfilled, 
2 though too often at the riſk of his charac- : 
ter, fortune, or life. Moreover, the latter 


frequently accompanies the former; and, 


hen Joined together, fatal conſequences 
generally enſue. 


Would mankind be conte t with 8 


ſtations, and diligently perf} the duties 
incumbent thereon, ſhould riches and ho- 
| Nour be their attendants here, humility 
- would ſoon teach them the ſhort duration of 

earthly grandeur; would alſo baniſh thoſe 
{ monſters, and create in the minds of all 

1 ranks of People that lincere love and obedi- 


ence 
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ence due to one another. Then the lion 
and lamb would play together ; peace and 
| happineſs would be reſtored ; and the duties 
of Chriſtianity would cement the ties of 
friendſhip, humanity, and contentment never 
| to be ä 


NAIR, SUNDAY SCHOOLS. f 


HE promotion "of Sunilay School | 18, | 
_ doubtleſs, a mark of a good diſpoſition | 


In the inhabitants of ſuch places as they 
are eſtabliſhed in: but hitherto their en- 


couragement ſ-ems principally confined to 


large and populous places, where theſe un- 
dertakings indeed reflect great credit, and 
muſt produce good effects. But the neceſſity 


of ſuch ſeminaries is not ſuperceded b by any 


other plan of Chriſtian education in country | 
villages and hamlets. Immorality will thrive 
in any ſoil if it be not checked by the wecd- 
ing hand of ſalutary inſtruction. It is true, 
the little town of Da/fon, in this county, 
has eſtabliſhed a Sunday School: but we 


have not a Mr. Paley in every N 
There is perhaps a method of producing 


ane Schools, even in Places where the 


uſual | 


. DI V 1 N E and M 0 R A L. e 


uſual mode of ſubſcription cannot be adopt- 
ed. -—-Suppoſe the Right Reverend the 

| Biſhops of this kingdom ſhould give a ſtrict 
charge to every ſchoolmaſter, in their re- 
ſpective dioceſes, not only to inſtruct their 

| ſcholars in the church chatechiſm, once or 


twice a week, but to uſe prayers in their 


Schools morning and evening; and (if the 
ſchool be ſo fituated as to admit of it con- 
veniently) to meet every Sunday morning, 


and be exerciſed in ſuch parts of the Chriſtian 


doctrine as apply more immediately to the 
diſcharge of duties which, as members of 
that body whereof ons is the head, 
ve are bound to obſerve,—duties, however, . 
which muſt be firſt known before they be 5 
HE pratt iſed. 


From ſuch cle.” I leave any perſon 


to judge under what impreſſions, and in 
how fit a temper of mind, the young may 

be conducted to the place of public worſhip. - 

E= practice, like this, was obſerved in the 

3 celebrated ſchool at Appleby, while under 

the charge of that great maller, the late Mr. 

3 Tates; and I think it is not unreaſonable 

3 to conclude, that it might be made general 

by the authority of our Prelates; and if ge- 

3 neral, it would become highly inſtrumental _ 

= in . the welfare both of church a 
le SY” and 
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and tate. An endeavour to inſtitute 2 
practice of this ſort would be diſcharging 
the duty of a good citizen, as well as Chriſ- 
tian.— Religion never received more pure 
or uniform homage, from the throne of 
theſe kingdoms, than it has done during 
the preſent reign. Such a conduct mult 
therefore ſecure the approbation of the 
Prince, and will in no wile paſs without a 
reward from the Almighty, who delighteth 
in the man that has power, and exerteth that 

power, for the retormation of his brethren. 


"XXL, 34 NERUPTCY. 


> ANKRUPTCY 88 become u at pre- 
ſent too faſhionable a practice, not 
2 to the utter ruin of too many indivi- 
duals, but to the great diſcredit of trade, it 
would be worthy the Legiſlature's notice to 
interfere, in order, if poſſible, to put a ſtop 
to the too many iniquitous proceedings 
therein purſued. Should a man ſteal only 
Forty ſhillings, the law is ready to condemn 
Him; but if a man break in ten thouſand l 
| pounds debt, and pay only five ſhillings in the 
© tay he N evades * laſh of "ls . 
aw 


ing 


rife 
Ire 
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law, and bones W than ever; never 
conſidering how many he has undone. 
Pride and luxury muſt be baniſhed, and 
indu/iry and a@conomy inſtituted in their 
room, or a total remedy will never take 
place, How far the Sunday Schools, if 
ſtrenuouſſy encouraged by our Reverend 


Prelates, would ſucceed, a ſhort time will 


diſover; for nothing bids fairer to remove 


the grievances of the ſtate than the propa- _ 
_ gation of religion and morality ; and where 


are they to be taught or learned, by the 1 i8· 8 


5 NOTION but at ſuch ſchools? = 


"Int. IDLENES 8 


FDLENESS, increaſing in any lee p 
2s hindereth the proſperity thereof. How - 
7 far this nation is affected thereby, is too 
apparently ſeen by the increaſe of the port 
rates. Forty years ago, ſeveral pariſhes did 
not expend more than three or four puunds | 
a year in the ſupport of their poor, which! 
are now as many hundreds. Some may, 
perhaps, attribute it to extravagancy and 
luxury; but idleneſs is the firſt caule; nay _ 
= indeed it is the forer runner of numberleſs _ 
e „„ diſordere 1 
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Sorters alſo. When do you ſee the in⸗ 


duſtrious peaſant troubled with hypocon- 


dtriac or hyſteric diſorders! perhaps ſome 
may attribute them to ſtudious and ſeden- 
tary people only; but would thoſe tage 


regularly as much delight in riding, walk- 


Ing, or any other bodily exerciſe, as in 
their inactive employments, they would ſoon 
be freed from their diſorders.— Till the Le- 
giſlature make ſome emendations in the | 
poor laws, for their conſtant and better em- | 
ployment, all the extravagancies and miſ- 
demeanors among the lower claſs of people — 
cannot be baniſhed; tor idleneſs 13 the in- 1 


ventor of them all. 


XXI. PRIDE and. LUX URN. : 


RIDE and Luxury, when they ſupera- : 
£ bound in any nation, become at laſt 
. total overthrow. How far the people 
of England are bewildered by theſe over 
Prevailing follies, is too clearly ſeen by the 
great increaſe of bankruptcies. Would 
mankind only live in reaſonable bounds, 
and not exceed their income, it would greatly 
diſcourage theſe depredators of our happi - 
0 1 nes 
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neſs and welfare; but pride ſets us too much 
on a level one with another. 
appears gayer than his maſter, and the te- 
| nant than his landlord. Till a better ſubor- 
dination take place, we cannot hope for 
better times. Perhaps it may be ſaid that 
our ſuperiors ſhew us a bad example. What 
have we to do with the example of others? 
I own it is very ſtriking to the inferior claſs 
of people; but it vill be of little avail to us 
(at a future day of reckoning) to ſay that 
uwe followed ſuch vices, becauſe our ſuperi- 
ors were guilty of the ſame. We are happy 
that the word of God informs us that the 
father ſhall not anſwer for the wickedneſs of 
his ſon, (except he has been deficient in ad- 
viſing) neither ſhall the fon anſwer for the 
father; but every perſon muſt bear his own. 
iniquity. . 
It then b every man to a 8 
well the ſtation that Providence hath placed 
him in here; and he will be careful to avoid 
extremes as well in dreſs as diet, and will 
always imprint in his mind the wiſe man's 
expreſſion *I hat pride goeth before de- 
e and a N ſpirit before a fall, " 


The ſervant 
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XXXIII. STE 4 LING, CHEATING, 


and DEF RA UDING. 
\ TEALING, cleming; aud defrauding | 


our neighbours, are become ſo preva- 


5 lent, that our Legiſlature muſt be at a loſs | 
what method to take for the more ſpeedy 
and effectual diſcouragement thereof. How 


ſhocking is it, when men are detected in“ 


picking of pockets, even in the ſeat of judi- | 
cature, and under the galiows: It clearly 
evinces that the abandoned principles of this 
age are increaſing, and, without ſome re- 
modys mult ſoon be of an alarming nature. 
Mere the actions of youth ſtrictly noticed 
by parents, guardians, and inſtructors, and 
when found guilty of any fraudulent prac- 
Z tices, lying, gaming, or any other methods 
of extravagantly waſting their time or 
money, corrected in their buds; it would 
help greatly towards the diſcouragement of 
"> WC and wickedneſs. But no thorough „ 
medy can take place till religion and mora- 
litty be better eſtabliſned; which bids faireſt 
to come from the promotion and encourage · 5 
5 ment of Sunday Schools. N 


8 2 «4. mod r 


|: 

Þ3 
s 
(A 


XXKNLV,- 


4% 


DIVINE and MORAL @ 


XXXIV. SUICIDE. 


F all the crimes that mankind are 


guilty ot, none is fo inhuman as ſelf- 
murder. It is too common that the plea- 


ſures of this world, raſhly purſued, without 


conſideration, ſhorten the days of many 


people. But what can we ſay of thoſe who 
lay violent hands upon themſelves? We are 
frequently informed that ſome great trou- 
ble, loſs, or heinous crime, hath been too 
often the occaſion of ſuch raſh proceedings. 
For they undoubtedly deſpair of God's mer- 
cy and afliftance, or they would not be 
_ guilty of ſo flagrant an offence. But let 
them ſeriouſly conſider That there is no fin 
fo grievous but what may be repented of, 
and what the word of God aſſures us hath 3 


been forgiven, on ſincere repentance. 


The only remedy againſt ſuch vile pro- 
ceedings is to ſearch the Scriptures, and 


there we ſhall frequently behold the 


righteous, in all ages, under ſevere perſecu- 
tions and troubles. Nay, even the bleſſed 
Son of God not exempt from them; there- 
fore let us reaſon with ourſelves as Fob did, 
and be content to wait all the days of our 
1 lie, till the appointed time of our change 
0 * : 
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come. And let us alſo expoſtulate with 
_ ourſelves, as the holy P/almi/? did, and ſay, 
Why art thou fo full of heavineſs, © my ſoul? 


and why art thou fo diſquieted within me? 
put thy truſt in God, and ſuffer contented- 


| 8 5 for he is able, and will deliver thee, when 


| it ſeemeth mect to his godly wildom. . 


XXV. PLEASURE and DELIGHT. 


"HE piealuret and delight of this world | 
are ſo tranſient, that they appear | 
: en after enjoyment) as a dream or Sha- 
dow; yet ſo fluctuating and unſteady are 
frail mortals, that they are fooliſhly and 
conſtantly hankering after them; nay even | 
when they know that the too eager purſuit | 
thereof will endanger both fortune and 
conſtitution ; and what is of far greater con- 
| ſequence, eternal happineſs, if not repented 
of. They may perhaps ſay that all things ⁶ 
were created for the benefit and uſe of man, 
and that he has liberty to enjoy the good | 
things of this life. But let them obſerve | 
then the trio, not to abuſe themſelves =_ 


Rp. 


Would bat” man hes: ſerioully conſider | 
| the nature of this 8285 dhe given 3 
3 him 1 
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"hin, the good things of this life would 

either be rejected, or uſed with ſuch modera- 
tion, as would not only give happineſs to 
himſelf, but all around him. 


NXXVI. P R 0 SP F R ITY and 


i D VE R SI TT. 
ROSPERITY and adverſity, bole 


forget their tellow creatures and their God. 


And we alfo find that when adverſity af- 
flicts us, our ſpirits are too much depreſſed, 
and our hopes baniſhed from the expeCta- : 
tion of ever being relieved ; J and, what is 
far more dangerous, almoſt in deſpair.— 0 
Now, as the pleaſures of the one, and 
troubles of the other, are evidently ſeen to 
be natural accidents, or perhaps ſent to cor- 
rect our follies, or try our patience, we 
4 ought chearfully to ſubmit to them. © 
3 Rouſe then, my Children, your ſpirits, 
T and let Jour e e teach Jen to de 
B "humble Ne i 


conſtant attendants on the human race, 
it behoveth us all, with chearful reſignation 

to accept their approach. But how many 
do we find, in proſperity, totally forget that 
cver adverſity may befall them; nay often 
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humble minded; charitable and compaſſion 


ate, when in proſperity; ; and, when in ad- 


verſity, be content; know that, if ſent from 
God, it will turn out at leaſt to your uni- 
verſal ſatisfaction and happineſs; for 
9 whatever is (it it come from him) is 


| beſt.“ 


XXXVII. CHARITY. 


that it centres innumerable duties in 


its circle. St. Paul tells us That we may 
give all our goods to feed the poor, and 
yet not be endowed with real charity. He 
does not mean to reſtrain our benevolent 
principles, but increaſe them; for charity, 
ſays he, begetteth love to God and our fel- 
lou creatures, faith, hope, and perſeverance. | 
And if we be endowed with thoſe gifts, it 
will increaſe our humanity, even by Going = 


"good to the moſt unworthy. 


In order therefore to attain a this greateſt . 
of all gifts, let us lay aſide evil ſpeaking, 
malice, hatred, and revenge; and let all our 
actions conſiſt in being good ourſelves, and 
. 5. 808 to others, according to the "ack i 
„„ V 


| A 


(HART TY is of ſo. creatine; a kt, 
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welt of our abilities ; ; and then we ſhall At. - 
| tain that moſt excellent gift of charity, 


He which covereth a multitude of ſins. 


XXXVII. n UMA NIT * oo 


C 0 M PA 8 81 ON N. 
 UNANITY and compaſſion. are each 


I 
FUF A FRE TS 
WIIDESD ccc 


n 
ä — — 


11 endearing qualifications, that they 
are the very badges of the Chriſtian proteſ- _ 
ſion. There need not a day paſs over our 
heads without a diſplay, more or leſs, of thoſe 
heavenly talents. What numerous objects 
of diſtreſs have we frequently around us! 
the ſick, the lame, the blind, the aged and 
infirm, the orphan and widow demand our 
| attention and compaſſion. Nay innumera- 
dle accidents, caſualties, and misfortunes, 
are daily preſenting themſelves before our 
eyes, wherein we may have liberty to put 
in action thoſe humane principles. Some 
may, perhaps, argue that the laws of the 
land have provided for the neceſſitous poor. 
It is true; but how many diſtreſsful miſ- 
1 fortunes and calamities happen frequently 
among us that do not come under that de- 
* nomination! Beſides, how "Wy baſhful _ 
1 3 Creatures 
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creatures are there who would almoſt die 
ol hunger before they would apply to a 
pariſh for relief! 


Let us, therefore, exert Gürſelves accord- 
ing to our abilities, in doing all the good we 


can to our fellow creatures, eſpecially when 
in diſtreſs. Then we ſhall fulfil our Sa- 


viour's commands ; for he tells us, that 


what is done to thoſe poor and unfortunate 
| brethren, who cannot  requite: us, 1s done 


unto bim. 


XXXIX. DAILY BREAD. 


"HE firſt petition | in the Lord's Prayer, 
| reſpecting ourſelves, is begging of our 
; Ee Father daily ſuſtenance, which is 
the firſt thing needful for our bodies, and 
for which we ought to give him our moſt 
ſincere thanks; becauſe our weak endea- 


vours are not able to procure us any thing 


without his aid and aſſiſtance; but by our 


4 


a ? 
oF | 
„ 


honeſt endeavours, and his blefling, we may | 


be enabled to ſupport ourſelves. Yet how © 
many do we find, not only careleſs in ſtri- 
ving to ſupport themſelves, but more careleſs 


in n begging his Ailtance, or ing him { 
for 


„ 


for what they do receive! What worthleſs 
wretches are we to be endowed with reaſon, 


not {o much as to give him thanks for our 
daily food? And 


yet we fee far too many 
neglect this required duty. 
Let us rouſe ourſelves from thoſe care · 


a leſs and evil habits- we have been too long 


accuſtomed to ; let us ſhew ourſelves men 


and C hriſtians; ; and let us remember that 
our bleſſed Redeemer, at his laſt ſupper, gave 
thanks. Let us imitate him as far as we 
are able; and let us not forget to conſtant- 
ly pray to God for the relief of our bodies, 
And let us alſo re- 
member, never to abuſe ourſelves with thoſe 
ineſtimable bleſſings that the Almighty hatn 
92 thought proper: to beſtow PORN: = 


as well as our ſouls. 


It. TEMPTATION. 


* T "HE laſt petition in the prayer whith 
the Son of God hath taught us, is 


5 begging that our heavenly Father would not 

lead us into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil; for he well knew that our frail na- 

ture "would occaſion numerous temptations 

7 85 and evils to ſurround us, and which he knew f 


allo 
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alſo we could not notwithſtand, without 
the aſſiſtance of his Grace and holy Spirit, 
and that we ſhould be frequently deluded 


by the glittering baits of the world, the 


fleſh, and the Devil; therefore he con-. 


tinually requeſts us to be on our guard, 


that we draw not theſe temptations or evils 
wilfully on ourſelves ; for he will not ſuffer 
us to be tempted more than we are able to 
encounter, if we ſtrive to reſiſt them. 


Nov, in order to ſhun theſe temptations, 


let us abſtain from all the appearances of 
evil; and ſhould the frailty of our nature 
tempt us to fin, let us not perſevere in it, 
but ſtrive, with all our might, to conquer = 
| thoſe paſſions that are molt likely to enflave | 
us; and, by perſevering with care in the 
5 goſpel precepts, as well as praying frequent- *' 
ly to our heavenly Father for his aſſiſtance, | 
he will enable us to withiland all thoſe | 
temptations and evils that ſo Irequently | | 
; _vilit 8 


XII. JUDGE; not, that ye be nol JUDGED. 


TESUS CHRIST, in his admirable ſermon 
on the mount, expreſsly commands us 


not to Judge - one another; x: tor he. ſays, 


Auge 
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judge not, that ye be not judged. And he 
_ alſo ſays, That with what meaſure ye mete, 
it ſhall be meaſured to you again. He like- 


wiſe bids the hypocrite caſt the beam out of | 


| his own eye, and he will ſee more clearly to 
pull out the mote out of his brother's eye. 
Zo that it plainly appears, in all his expreſ- 

ſions, that pardon and forgiveneſs were the 
principal topics of his converſation, and the 
grand characteriſtic of his miſſion; for he 
knew well our trailti-s, how continually we 
were tranſgreſſing the laws of our Maker, 
and continually wanted forgiveneſs. So 
3 that it is evident, if we will be raſh in judg- 
ing one another, we muſt export the lame 

| treatment ourſelves... „ 
Now, if we wiſh to be our Ta dil. 
ciples, let us ſtrictly obey this precept; let 


uss always do to others, as we would hve - 


them do to us. Then we ſhall be ſpring | 
in judging our brother ; for on this pen 5 
— * with God. 4 


XIII. CARE and. FEAR. 


\ARE and Far” are maxims eſtabliſhed ; 
in the breaſt of every individual; the 
| form. mer ought. to teach us induſtrious prin= 

1 e pe 
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ciples without covetouſneſs ; ; like Martha 
in the goſpel, who was careful for many 
things. But undoubtedly her worldly care 
was no more than reaſonably requiſite, 
otherwiſe ſhe would have been rebuked by 
our bleſſed Redeemer. The latter ſhould 
direct us not to be diſquieted by vain fears, 
nor let our hearts ſink under us from the 
_ phantoms of imagination; for from too 
much fear misfortunes proceed. We ge- 
nerally find wickedneſs committed in the 
dark, for fear of being ſeen by men; and 


for fear of corporal puniſhment ; never 


| conſidering the fear of him to whom day 


and night is equally alike. 


Seeing daily That the good things of this 


life are ſo tranſient, our too eager care after 
them ſhould be moderated ; and we ought 
never to let fear make us deſpond, but let 
reaſon conduct us in all our undertakings. 
Then would ſucceſs attend us, and our 
chief care would be to fear him, who is not 


only able to give us happineſs here, but 
a iclicity hereafter, 9 
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ceſs would enſue. 
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XL. HOPE and. DESPAIR. 


OPE is > fo entertaining an 854 that it 


ſpair is fo far to the contrary, that it terrifies 


our foul with vain fears, and makes every 
good thing ſeem impoſſible to be acquired. 
Hope crowns all our wiſhes, if we fix it not 
beyond the bounds of probability. There- 
| ſore reaſon ſhould be our dictator, and ſuc- 
Nevertheleſs, ſhould 
diſappointments attend our reaſonable en- 
dcavours, a right grounded hope will pre- 
Pare us to meet all events with an equal 
mind. Deſpair ſpreadeth a veil over all 
good actions, and repreſents them to the 
mind in the gloomieſt aſpect. She poiſonetli 
the ſweets of life; therefore let us not ſuf- 


fer her to enter our habitations. 
Rouſe thyſelf then, O man! to the com- 


bat. Shake off deſpair, and let thy under- 
ſtanding tell thee that man was born to 
troubles, as the ſparks fly upwards. Let 


thy religion be thy guide, and eternal blils 


3 thy hope; and beg of the Lord thy God, 
not to luffer thee to be tempted more than 


thou art able to bear; for without his afliſt- 
5 . ance 


encourageth us to fight through all 
difficultizs, to gain the expected end. De- 


a. 
C_. 
' 
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ance thou canſt do nothing. Then the 


oreateſt misfortunes will not depreſs thee ; 


for the hopes of everlaſting felicity, patiently 


purſued, will enable thee to bear up under 
all. 8 


XIIV. PAIN and SICKNESS. 


AIN and Sickneſs are the concomitant 
companions of this our earthly pilgrim- 


age; though we find ſume leſs afflicted than |} 
others. Our days on earth may juſtly be 
called feww and evil ; ſo that we ought con- 
tinually to be on our watch, in order to 
guard againſt, or bear up under, all the 
_ temptations, misfortunes, and ſickneſs, that 
may befall us. Mankind, not only by their 
Frailties, are liable to contingencies and diſ- 

aſters, but are too frequentiy bringing them 


on themſelves, for want of prudence and 


diſcretion ; which might have been avoided. 
What ſhocking diſorders do we ſee intro- 
duced daily by our follies! and at the ſame 


time we ſee the moſt prudent and diſcreet | 


_ perſons not able to evade them. 


It behoves then all of us, to =, — 


under alllictions, whether FI acquirement, 


55 r 
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or the hand of God; and to bear up under 
them with the greateſt reſignation. And 


more; ſeriouſly reflecting what the bleſſed 
Son of God ſuffered to expiate our guilt, 
and who ommitted not to tell us, That we 
muſt be content, if required to forfeit all 


and children, nay even lite itſelf, or we can- 
not be his ddciples. Z 


Blefſed Saviour, in his ſermon on the mount, 
pronounces them happy that are endowed : 
with them; for, ſays he, Bleſſed are the 
merciful, for they ſhall obtain mercy; and | 
bleſſed are the peace makers, for they ſhall MF 
be called the children of God. Yet juſtice 9 
is an attribute of heaven as well as mercy; 
therefore when juſtice requires puniſhment, 
the law muſt be fulfilled. Now how excel»: - 
lent miuſt Chriſtianity be beyond all other 
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ſhould it be our good fortune to have a leſs 
ſhare than our neighbours, let us be piti- 
ful and compaſhonate to them who ſuffer 


our property, our nearelt kindred, our wife 


XIV. MERCY and PEACE. 


MERCY and Peace are ſuch attributes 
of heavenly perfection, that our 


— 9 


6 MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS, 


profeſſions, that hath ſuch heavenly dictates 
for its guide; yet we ſee malevolence, re- 
venge, and diſcord too much prevailing, and 
too frequently practiſed by thoſe who go un- 
der the denomination of Chriſtians. 


Let us, my children, ſhake off thoſe dif. 


turbers of our peace and happineſs. Let us 
| Imitate our great benefactor to the utmoſt 
of our power. Let us be juſt and honeſt in 
all our dealings one with another; and 


willing, at all times, to be compaſſionate and 
merciful, even to our greateſt enemies.— 


XLVI. REVILINGS and PER 8E. 


CUTIONS. 


TY EVILINGS and Perſecutions-were not 


only the attendants of our bleſſed Re- 


deemer, whilſt on earth, but on all bis 

| apoltles and propagators of Chriſtianity.— 
And indeed they are in ſome meaſure the 
companions of thoſe who chuſe to lead a 
_ godly life; for they that will live godly muſt 
ſuffer perſecutions. It is evident, I hat when 
8 godly x bern che actions and follies * 
e 


Then we may reſt perfectly aſſured, That 
the Prince of Peace will be merciful to us. 


D I V IN E and M O RAIL. _ 


the wicked, they are naturally reviled by 
them; but ſhould they cæpote or condemn 
their frailties, they are not iy reviled but 


perſecuted too. What antip. iy. has dark 


nels to + oak or the tons of belict to the ſons 


of God? ſeeing then that the perſecutions - 


of the wicked have an end with this life, 


how {weet muſt the reflection be to the 


godly, that their power is but of thort du- 
ration! 

Let then the perſecutions and facringe 
of the Son of God enter deep into your 
minds; and as he who knew no ſin, was 
hated and perſecuted without a cauſe, what 
ought not we to ſuffer who have ſo many 
offences to be atoned for! Let us beg the 
aſſiſtance of his holy ſpirit, to enable us to 
ſhun the temptations of the world, the fleſh, 
and the devil. For he invites all thoſe that 
are weary, and heavy laden with ſins, t to 
come to him, and he will g give them relt. 


xIVIl. MISERY, and TROUBLE. 


AN that is born of a woman, is of 
few days, and full of trouble; and the 
autor of thele words further vindicates 
theſe expreſſions, by aſſuring us, 1 hat we 
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--are born to troubles, as the ſparks fly up- 
wards. From which it is clearly evident, 
That the degeneracy of our nature makes us 
liable to them; therefore it is impoſſible to 
avoid them. Good and evil being ſet betore 
us, and rewards and puniſhments their con- 
comitants, occaſion this life to be called a 
Warfare; and our being made free agents 
| cauſes the Merit, or Demerit, of this War- 
fare; therefore if we choole the one rather 
than the other, we ſhall undoubtedly receive 
its enſuing contents. 
Let us then ſeriouſly conſidet That as we 
receive good at the hands of God, ought we 
not then to receive evil? or rather ſuffer 
correction for our miſcondu& or folly; | 
knowing affuredly, that the bleſſed Son of 
God was a man of forrows and acquainted 
with grief; and, according to his own ex- 
preſſions, had no where to lay his head, as 
well as all his miniſters and adherents, who 
not only were continually under afflictions 
andperlecutions, but willingly ſuffered death, 
for the propagation of his holy rc ligion.— 
Ought not then theſe examples to excite our 


1 patience to ſubmit to the entire will of God, 


0 ——— — 


and bear up under all our miſery and 1 


. 5 | trouble. 
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XLVIII. The Author's ADDRESS ta his 


Children, on reverencing the Sabbath. 


IN a former eſſay I have noticed how + 


greatly the Sabbath is become neglected 


by the people of this kingdom. I cannot 


look over enjoining, and ſtrictly charging 


ye, my dear children, to devoutly obſerve 


that Day. Ye are not unacquainted how 


| expreſſive the command of the Deity is in 


the obſervance of it; yet, 1 fear, there is 
more ſin and folly committed on that day, 


than on any other. For being freed from 
our wordly employments, we let ourſelves. 
- looſe to folly and pleaſure, and even though 
ve put on a cloak of ſanQity, by attending 5 
Divine Service, yet how heedleſs are we in 
perſorming the duties there required! and 


how neglectful of receiving the inſtructions 


there given! Moreover, the tolly of dreis 

and grandeur, ſeen at church in ſome, as 

alſo the ridiculous and unſceming behaviour 
_ of others, would better agree with an aſſem- 
5 bly, or playhouſe. 1 wiſh this be not deem- 


ed a mockery of religion. Were we to pay 


our addreſſes to our good and gracious 
+ Sovereign, for a place of honour and pre- 


kerment, ye would certainly appear bears 
him 


— — 
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him i in much a manner as we Would hope to 
meet with ſueceſs. How then ought we to 
appear before HIM! who is all knowing, as 
well as the giver of all good things, and who | 
(on ſerious reflection) is all powerful too; 
for he will ſurely caſt the body and foul 
into hell, of thoſe who trample. under feet 7 
is divine commands. 
Let us, my dear children, before' it be too 
7 late, examine ourſelves, and fee whether we 
are not of the above number; let us ſtrictly ? 
obſerve the commands of our blefled Re- 
deemer, who is Lord of the Sabbath, and | 
let it be our conſtant practice to do to others, b | 
as we would wiſh them do to us, then we | 
may expect when this frail life is ended, to | 
meet with that welcome meſſage of Comm 
s ye bleſſed, inherit the kingdom prepared | 
for you trom the foundation of the 
. World.“ 25 
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XI IX. The forions WISH of being H per || 
HERE, as well as EEE FTER. 2 


FT. mult be the deſire of all men to enjoy | 
T happineſs here, as well as hereafter. ' It ? 
may be ſaid, perhaps, that riches, and health YF 
40. mT them, are the gre cateſt happineſs | 
7 = here ; | 
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here; which is entirely the reverſe; for we 
_ ofen find, that riches, and health to enjoy 

them, by our improper uſe thereof, nou 
deprive us too often of both thoſe earthly 


bleſſings. But ſhould not that be the caſe, we. 


probably may be lifted up by them, ſo as 
to forget our duty to God, and benevolence 


to our fellow creatures; and be delighted 
too much with ambition and honour, which 


cannot create happineſs. What courſe then 


ſhould we purſue to make life moſt agree- 


able, and what ſteps ought we to take to 
3 ſecurc happineſs hereafter! 


As health, with contentment, are the 


| greateſt bleflings | in this life, it behoveth all 
ranks of people to fill their ſtations with 
credit and honour; and if they will permit 
regularity and temperance to be their con- 
ductors, they may obtain happineſs here; 
and meekneſs, with humility and charity, 


ſteadily purſued, will undoubtedly Zain it | 


hercafer. 5 


HEALTH 


Oo. all the bleſſings we enjoy here, 7 


Health is the greateſt; therefore i it 5 


ought to be our whole ſtudy to preſerve it; 


and as nothing is fo conducive thereto as 
| J tem- 


66 
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3 55 temperance, how careful then ought we to 
be, to avoid every extreme, of what kind ſo- 
ever! Vet, how far the reverſe do we act, 
and ſo careleſs are we of prelerving that in- 
eſtimable benefit, that it ſeems to be totally 
neglected by us. How frequently do we 

d ink each others health, when enjoying our 
_ glaſſes, though at the ſame time we pride 
_ ourſelves in intoxicating one another !: 
How ready are we to purſue the vanities and 
pleaſures of this world, though at the riſk 

ot both fortune and health! Nay, ſo eager 

are we in the purſuit of riches, that we to- 
tally deſtroy our health in acquiring them. 

Let moderation, prudence, and temper- 
: ance be our guide, then we may perhaps 

enjoy that chief of all bieilings, to a reaſon- | 

5 able old . = 


'CONTENTMENT. 


7 ONTENTMY NT is ad with 
- health, that the one might be regard- 


* 
2 wy A ml 2s; — „ 5 + 2 0 SCF 8 52 Alt 228 > "thr IM 2 
. 8 = e + * 3 * ooh . LI 


© ed as much as the other; for health would 
not create happineſs without contentment. | 
Of what ſervice would riches be to a diſ- 


contented mind! or what would become of | 
| the ; 


DIVINE and MORAL, 67 


the poor man, if contentment were not his 
conductor! As fortune beſtows her favours 
fo wild and extravagantly, to ſome far too 
much, to others too little; ſome we find fre- 
quently enjoy a good {tate of health, others 


and diſaſters, others fortunate in all their 
_ undertakings ; ſome to riſe to great pro- 
motion and honours, others totally rejected 


. 1 and diſregarded ; ſome tyrants and utarp- 
ers, others totally e ot their wel- 
a | tare. | 


3 Since then this life is only. a ſtate of = 
3 probation and trial, and but of a ſhort du- 
: ration, let us bear up under all the con- 

tingencies thereof; then we thall be ready 

to lay with our great Apoſtle, That what- | 

ſoever ſtate we are in, we have learned to _ 

| be content. 


Wo. 


1 LIL PRUDENCE & CONSIDERATION. ” 


5 = JRUDENCE and Conſideration ſhoull 
4 be the ſerious reſult of our actions; 
3 yet how frequently do we obſerve theſe 

1 grand conductors of our welfare too little 
57 | noticed. The rah and imprudent have 
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but indifferent; ſome liable to caſualties 
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reaſon. to repent of their follics ; 3 but not 
perhaps till it be too late. How many fine 
armies have been cut off by the imprudence 


of their commander, and ſtates overturned 
tor want of prudent counſellors : | Nay, we 


find that almoſt all the diſaſters that befal | 
us, are owing to want of prudence and | 


_ conſideration. 


Let us then hear the Hates of prudence, 
and give heed unto her counſels ; for ſhe is 
the guide of human life. Let us alfo 
 Hearken to the voice of conſideration ; for 
me ſpeaketh the words of wiſdom, and her ; 
Paths ſhall lead us to arety N 


III. m18 DOM ond KNOWLEDGE. 


1 and knowledge are ſuck | 
ood qualifications, that it ought 


to be our chief delight to acquire them. 
How frequently do we find men exerting 
all their faculties to procure riches and ho- 
nours! which probably may have no laſting 


duration. But how few do we find thirſt- 5 


ing after wiſdom and knowledge ! which 

when once acquired will be an everlaſting 

bource of comfort and ſatisfaction. There 
can 
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can be no greater pleafure to man than in 
ſtudying the works of Omnipotence; in the 
| creation of the world, and all things therein. 
What wonders and beautics do we ſee in 
every part thereof! And how mull we be 
delighted, when we conſider they were all 
made for our benefit! Look up to the hea- 
vens, and behold their ſplendor. Look upon 
the earth, and behold her beautiful produce. 
Caſt your eyes on a flower, and with what 
beauty and fragrancy does it appear! not to 
be imitated by man; nay, the whole crea- 
tion is rapture to an inquiſitive mind. 
Exert yourſelves then, my children, and 
let it be your chiet ſtudy to find wiſdom; 5 
5 all your getting, get underſtand- 


for ſhe is more precious than rubies, 


a all the things that you can deſire are not 
to be compared to her. Her ways are ways 
of pleaſantneſs, and all her paths are peace. 
She will aſſiſt you to get through this world 
comfortably, and procure you everlaſting 
Ie in the v World to come. 
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Iv. 4 GRICULTURE more 2 beneficial 70 
TT 4 STATE than TRADE. = 


TT has been the ſtudy of the legiſlators; of 
all proſperous nations, to increaſe the 
| weltare of the ſtate, not only by trade, but 
- mgoriculture alſo; for the real ſtrength of | 
every kingdom depends on population, and 
the only ſolid baſis of a numerous popula- 
tion is agriculture ; for without it the ſub- 4 
_ fiſtance of a nation is precarious; but more 
particularly this kingdom, which is ſur- |: 
rounded by the ocean. It agriculture had 
not been improved in days of old, how muſt 
ſo many flouriſhing nations have arrived at 
ſuch pitches of grandeur as hiſtory affords ! 
What muſt ſupport a numerous race of 
8 people, or great armies, but agriculture? 
It behoveth then the legiſlators of this 
kingdom, to give every encouragement (bj 


offering premiums, or any other mode they 


think more requiſite) for planting of trees, 
as well for the navy, which is the ſupport of 
trade, as huſbandry; ; for without ſuch care 
the kingdom will ere long be in the utmoſt 3 
neceſſity; annexing, at the ſame time, all 


DE Lenny art to the induſtrious huſband- 
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IV. PUNISHMEN T 87 in this WORLD. 


FRUITFUL Jand übel he Larven: | 
for the wickedneſs of them that dwell _ 


ee and Eli's houſe was cut off for its 

Vvickedneſs; becauſe his ſons made them 
ſelves vile, and he reſtrained them not. It 

has been the Almighty's care, to protect his 


ſervants in all ages and countries, on the 
face of the earth, from the creation of the 


Vorld to this period. And it has alſo been 
his unerring wiſdom, to puniſh ſinners, by 
overthrowing empires, kingdoms, and cities, 
as well as individuals, who have trampled 
under their feet his divine commands; for 
the wicked flee when no man durſueth; but 
the righteous are as bold as a lion. Where 
is the grandeur of Egypt, which was the oy 
ſupport of Jacob's feed upwards of four 
hundred years? and where is Judea? the 
habitation of the once favourite people of 
God; a land flowing with milk and honey, 
called tlie glory of all lands; but now al- 
moſt a deſolate wilderneſs. Where are 80. 
dom and Gomorrah ? where are the famous 
cities of Nineveh and Babylon? and where 
is ancient Rome? who once gave laws to the _ 
{ whole earth? Was it not for their great 
L vickedneſſes that they were deſtroyed? yet 
85 Tres = 
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we find that, while they truſted i in God. phe” . 
juſtice and equity were obſerved, they con- 
tinued at their ſummit of glory. 


Let, my children, theſe examples of God's 


Wrath awaken us; and let us not think with- 
in ourſelves, that this, or any other nation, 
perhaps better than the before- mentioned; 
for, except we repent, we ſhall all likewiſe - 
8 periſh, Let the word of God be our guide; 
juſtice and mercy our conductors; then we 
may reſt aſſured that the proſperity of ſtates, | 
as well as individuals, will {till be protected 
by the Almighty Givcr of all good things, 
— 1 long as 9 7. pur their truſt | in hin m. 


I. REPENTANCE and OBEDIENCE. | 


> EP ORF we can expect the Ss of 
Almighty God, we muſt not only re- 


pe of all our tranſgreſſions, but we mult 


reſolve to lead a new life, by a ſtrict obedi- | 
auce to his holy commands. For our 
bleſſed Redeemer tells us, That except we 
be born again, we cannot enter into > the 
. kingdom of Reaven 
My dear children, let us not e our- 
hes, * pee that a death. bed re- 
pentance 
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pentance is ; ſufficient to atone for a whole 
lite ſpent in iniquity, and diſobedience to 
the laws of God; or think that it will be 
time enough to repent in old age, after the 
follies of youth are in ſome meaſure abated. 
How do we know that we ſhall have the 
opportunity of doing either the one or the 
other? or indeed even of to-morrow. Let 
_ repentance be begun with to- day, and per- 
ſevered in to-morrow. How many inſtan- 
ces have we ſeen of people reſolving to lead 
a new life, when any ſickneſs or violent 
malady befel them? but as ſoon as health 
was reſtored, ſo ſoon were there reſolutions. 
forgotten. Nay it is not in the power of 2 
deceaſed brother, ſhould he appear to us 
again, after death, to bring us from an evil 
courſe of life, except we will tread in the 
| goſpel Reps in the early part thereof. 
Let, my children, this advice ſink deep 


into your minds; for from this very moment 
'* depends eternity. Let repentance be begun 
with immediately; and let your reſolutions 


be ſteady and unalterable; for I am ſenſible, 
the greateſt Epicurean can find no real ſatiſ 
faction in his effeminacy or voluptuous — 


9 pleaſures, What madneſs will not that man 
think himfelt guilty of when, on his death. 


3 5 bed, he tees clearly. That be has forfeited 
1 | K 8 eternal 


7 MISCELLANEOUS ESSAYS, 


we find that, while they truſted | in God, and 
juſtice and equity were obſerved, they con- | 


tinued at their ſummit of glory. 
Let, my children, theſe examples of God's 
wrath awaken us; and let us not think with- 


in ourſelves, that this, or any other nation, | 


is perhaps better than the before- mentioned; 


for, except we repent, we ſhall all likewiſe 
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a periſh, Let the word of God be our guide; 
| haltice and mercy our conductors; then we 
may reſt aſſured that the proſperity of ſtates, 
as well as individuals, will {till be protected 


85 by the Almighty Giver of all $00G things, 1 


” io e as 5 they put their tr ult in hit m. 


Lvl.  REPENTANCE and OBEDIENCE. | 


EP ORE we can e the . of 
Almighty God, we muſt not only re- 


pent of all our trenſgreſſions, but we muſt 
| __relolve to lead a new lite, by a ſtrict obedi- | 
| ance to his holy commands. For our |; 


bleſſed Redeemer tells us, That except we 


be born again, we. cannot enter into the Fi 


kingdom of heaven. 
Ml dear children, ter us not FO EN, our- 
. n * . that a death- bed re- 
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1 pentance is ſuffeient to atone for a whole 
lite ſpent in iniquity, and diſobedience to 
the laws of God; or think that it will be 

time enough to repent in old age, after the 


follies of youth are in ſome meaſure abated. 


How do we know that we ſhall have the 
opportunity of doing either the one or the 
other? or indeed even of to-morrow. Let 
_ repentance be begun with to-day, and per- 


ſevered in to-morrow. How many inſtan- 


ces have we ſeen of people reſolving to lead 
a new life, when any ſickneſs or violent 
_ malady befel them? but as ſoon as health 
was reſtored, ſo ſoon were there reſolutions 
forgotten. Nay it is not in the power of 2 
| deceaſed brother, ſhould he appear to us 
again, after death, to bring us from an evil 
3 courſe of life, except we will tread in the 
goſpel ſteps in the early part thereof. 
Let, my children, this advice ſink deep 
into your minds; for from this very moment 
depends eternity. Let repentance be begun 
with immediately; and let your reſolutions 
be ſteady and unalterable; for J am ſenſible, 
the greateſt Epicurean can find no real ſatiſ- 
faction in his effeminacy or voluptuous 
1 pleaſures. What madneſs will not that man 
think himſelf guilty of when, on his death- 
; bed, he lees clearly, That he has forfeited 


FFF eternal 
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25 8 pleaſure | * 


IVI. DEATH 


life, yet how frequently do we ſhorten it by 
our intemperance and follies? We ſee 


people dying daily, Jet regariicls of death | 


Hurſelves. 
Let us reflect then how dreadful the ap- 


eternal happineſs, for : a few moments of in 9 


AT. being the moſt terrible of all | 
5 terrible things, ought to take up the 
attention of mankind far more than it ſeem- 
ingly does; for as we were ſent here pur- | 
poſely to improve. the talents given us, it 
becomes us to be exceedingly diligent what 
ule we make of them; for on that depends 
our future happin- ſs or miſery. And as | 
the approach ot death is often ſudden and 
uncertain, we ought never to be without oil 
in our lamps, ready to meet the bridegroom 
ſhould he come at midnight. We are apt 
to complain that life is ſhort, yet how few _ 
do we find making proper uſe of that ſhort 
period. We are all naturally deſirous of 


| proach of it muſt be to the wicked ; but 
| how Tejoeing 1 to the ear as it frees them i 
from : 
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6 from this ſinful world, and carries them into 
an everlaſting ſtate of bliſs and happineſs. 


In order then to avoid the actions of the 
former, and embrace thoſe of the latter, we 


muſt fear God aud keep his commandments, 


(tor that is the whole duty of man) and then 
we ſhall be ready to welcome our deliverer, 


at any period of life. 


vll. REWARDS and PUNISHMENTS 


ina FUTURE STATE. 


> EWARDS * Puniſhments being the | 
. ſure attendants on the good and bad 


actions of this life, how natural ought it to 
be,, for all prudent people, ſeriouily to weigh 
and conſider them! How careful would we 
be to addreſs a man whom we accepted a fa- 
vour from, yet how careleſs are we in pay- 
ing our addrefles to him who is continually 
1 pouring his bleſſings upon us here, and Who 5 
will allo reward and puniſh hereafter !- 


Solomon fays, Becauſe ſentence. againſt. an 


evil work is not ſpeedily executed, therefore 5 
the heart of the ſons of men is tully ſet in 
them to do evil. This is too much the caſe 


ub Chriſtians, though they lag from "Y 
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5 far better Hither than Selen that God 
d des not always execute rew ards and pun- 
iſhments in this life, but will certainly do it 
in that which is to come. This thould re- 
mind us then of that aweful period.  _ 
Let us, my children, not defer repentance 
one moment; but exert all our might and 
power to tread in the goſpel ſteps; then, 
when this frail and tranſitory life is ended, 
we ſhall be made welcome gueſts with the 
inints in light, and enjoy that e to all 
7 eternity. . | 


. The GREAT DAY, or 4 


FUDGEMENT. | 


"AE Day of Judgement, which is ; he 
final e ot all our actions done 

in 2 world, is ſo plainly deſcribed in the 
new teſtament, and its approach ſo uncertain, 
5 that we are frequently commanded to watch, 
as we know not in what hour of the night 2 
our Lord may come. Chriſtians are not at 
a a loſs how to prepare themſelves for that 
great and momentous event. Yet how un- 
thinking, careleſs, and heedleſs are they of 
: its erden! Had it not been one of the 
%%% oo do nl = Veightieſt 3 
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1 veightiolt matters in the new client, our 


Saviour and his Apoſtles would not Lave 


ſo frequently warned us thereof. For what _ 
is of greater conſequence than everlaſting 
happineſs or miſery! the parable of Dives 


and Lazarus is a ſufficient proof thereot ; 


which alſo ſhews that it is the cares, as w ell . 
as the pleaſures of this world, that we think 
after, and which fruſtrate our happineſs. — — 
For we cannot ſerve God and Mammon. 


O, my dear children, let us act like Chrif. E 


tians, and ſhake off theſe earthly. pleal „„ 
we have fo long purſued. And let us t 
our affections on things above, and not oe 5 
things below; knowing aſuredly that Wat 

| we ſow, we muſt reap; for the Lord our 

2 . God is juſt, as well as merciful ; and not a 


reſpecter of perſons. So that if we will ſet 


no value on everlaſting Happinels, we mult 
expect t to be totally excluded from ! it, LOG 


IX. HEAVEN, or a Stats 1 5789 


e HAPPINESS. 


1E. AVE N., the 8 of all heaven- 

: ly beings, is. promifed to man, on 
1 condition of his s obedi ence to the laws of his 
i | maker, | #1 


3 ; 
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maker; but is 9 0 awe out of the reach of 


human underſtanding, that it is impollible 
to deſcribe its delights and pleaſures. We 
therefore ought. to ſeriouſly ſtudy, and lay 


to heart, this great attainment of everlaſting 


bliſs and happineſs. Yet how little do we 
think about it! though it ought to be the 
ſole object and aim of all ranks of people. 
It is our groveling principles that are too 
much glued to our earthly habitations, that 
prevent us ſetting our affections on things : 
above, though one would think (ſeeing this 5 
fe is fo full of difappoinments and troubles) 
that we ſhould ſtrive to wean ourſelves more 


from it. For we have daily proof of its 


uncertainty, as alſo the enjoyment. of all 
earthly pleaſures. Yet fo frail is our under- Z 
ſtandings, that without God's aſſiſtance we | 


8 not able to do any thing of ourſelves. 


Let us, my dear children, frequently pray | 
1 to God for his holy ſpirit to direct and in- 1 
ſtruct us; and let us continually be on our 


guard, to do our duty with all diligence and 


perſeverance. Then we may reſt ſatisfied, | 
That, after this mortal lite is ended, we ſhall | 
through the mediation of our blefſed Re- - "m8 
deemer, hear that welcome ſentence pro- 
naounced by kim, of Well done, thou |: 
good and faithful ſervant, enter thou intd 


the Joy of t) WW Lo d. 8 


* 


LY . 


1 HELL, „ Star of MISERY and 


TOR MEN. 


E L L. being the place wherein the 
Devil and wicked fouls are confined, 
cannot be expreſſed without horror. It is 
evident that the Supreme God of Heaven 
and Earth hath implanted in the mind of 


every man the knowledge of good and evil, 


and that Rewards and Puniſhments. muſt 
follow their contents. But how evident is 
it to the profeſſors of Chriſtianity, where 
its torments are emphatically deſcribed !— 
Ho ought then the dreadtuſ pronunciation 
olf theſe torments to affect us ! bl Yet by the 
| flagrant practices too frequently purſued, it 
would ſeem as if they were either totally 
forgotten, or miſbclieved by ſome. But 
let not the unthinking deceivers of them- 
ſelves be forgetful that neither tornicators, 1 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effemi- 
nate, nor abuſers of themſelves with man 
kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk- 
ards, nor revilers, nor xtortioners, hall 
1 Innerit the Kingdom of God. 
In order, my beloved children, that we. 
way eſcape eternal puniſhment, let us con- 
4 Vane requeſt the e 8 aſſiſtance, to 
DAE enable 


s 
r — et eet — ———— 


80 M i 80 Cx LL AN EO US E858 A Y 8, 


enable us to withſtand the temptations of 


the world, the fleſh, and the devil. For, | 


without it, our endeavours are too weak. | 
And let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take | 
heed left he fall. For there hath no tempt- 
ations befallen one, but what may another. 
et if the fear of God, and the proſpect of 
ſuture happineſs, will not ſtimulate us to 


lead a religious courſe of life, we mult ex. 


pect, at the end of time, to hear our final 


ſentence pronounced by the bleſſed Son of L | 
God, of © Depart from me, ye curſed, into 


8 everlaſting fire, prepared tor the Devil and 
his ng, es Ns 5 
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LXII. De Uncertainty, Inſtability yY, a e 


"Weatngs 7 HUMAN NATURE. 


: Ho vain a hingt is man! hw Frail TED brittle! 
| How great he ſeems to be, but yet how little! 
His time on earth's a ſpan, yet full of folly, 


So fickle ſtill is he, and melancholy. 


He's too compar'd to graſs, ſoon cut and yd, 


Yet {till ſo fooliſh he, though often try'd, 


He conſtantly doth ſee the ſhort duration . 
Of earthly things, from high to th' loweſt Ration. | 
Vet heedleſs of his end, and full of pleaſure, 385 
le makes his Heaven on Earth, to hoard up treaſure. 
Though ſickneſs ſtalk around, and death appearcth 
i In ev'ry place he goes, yet he ne'er feareth | 
| The name of that great God, who he's offending, | | ; 
5 Though he bis favours ſtill on man 1s ee, | 


Would fooliſh man Si 4 wiſdom his diftator, 
She ſoon would learn him how to fear his Maker. 
The follies of this life would ſoon be dropped, 

And vice, in ev'ry ſhape, would ſoon be TY 5 
%Z Then man would happy be, and love his brother, 
And peace would ſtill abide with one another. 
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enable us to withſtand the temptations off 
tine world, the fleſh, and the devil. F or, 
without! it, our endeavours are too weak. — 


And let him that thinketh he ſtandeth, take 
heed left he fall. For there hath no tempt- 
ations befallen one, but what may another. 


Vet if the fear of God, and the proſpect ot 


ſuture happineſs, will not ſtimulate us to 


lead a religious courſe of life, we mult e- 
pet, at the end of time, to hear our final. 
ſentence pronounced by the bleſſed Son of 


God, of Depart from me, ye curſed, into 


everlaſting fire, prepared tor the Devil and 


; his e | 


4 T. 4 » 4 ESA 2 n W n r {iy ET „ ee 
5 S or A es OT ee ISS 232K oe we ts lf . r og R 
r e e - 


W ATIVE . 1 1 —W OE IT OPS. 
7 Roth Fg WEE IN Or N e . 3 2 WWW 
FFT . | 


= 


LXH.- 7 he Uncertginty;  Infability, and 


 Wealnef 7 HUMAN NATURE. 


| Hen vain ching man! how frail how brittle! 5 
How great he ſeems to be, but yet how little ! : 
His time on earth's a ſpan, yet full of folly, 
L So fickle {till is he, and melancholy, yy 
3} He's too compar'd to graſs, ſoon cut and dry'd, 
7 Yet ſtill fo fooliſh he, though often try'd, 
Ws » 7-3 conſtantly doth ſee the ſhort duration 
Of earthly things, from high to th' loweſt lation. | 
et heedleſs of his end, and full of pleaſure, : 
Ile makes his Heaven on Earth, to hoard up treaſure, _ 
; Though ſickneſs ſtalk around, and death ee | 
In ev'ry place he goes, yet he ne'er feareth 
| The name of that great God, who he's offending 
| Though he his favours fall on man is ſending. 


Would fooliſh man but ks Hom his Aber 

She ſoon would learn him how to fear his Maker. 
The follies of this life would foon be dropped, . 
And vice, in ev'ry ſhape, would ſoon be ed. 

Then man would happy be, and love his brother, 

- And peace would {till abide with one another. 


„„ uin. 


* 
7 gf 
* WJ 
* 
. +2 
t 
CE. 
* 
: 
. : 
c 7 
87 
© Fx 
4 
: 
7 
: 
+3 
Li 
"2 
| 
i 
7 TD 
* 
q 
4 
9 
3 
1 
. 
: F 
1 
. 
KC | 
| 
19 
4 
9 i 
i 
[ ; 
s 19 
1 
a OF 
oy 
+ bY 
1 
. 
A 
3 
1 
i. 
= 
a 
5 
, 


— <a — — — 


T But why, 0 Lord, mould 1 repine, 
5 And that it is thy bleſs'd deſign, 
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IXI. The PENETENTIAL PSALM. 


(Funeral Tune) 


FAVE mercy, Lord, on me e pray; "Ho 
Thy help to me now lend; 


For l'm o'erpower'd both night and day; 


Some comfort to me ſend. 


1 hou know'ſt my king heart, 0 Lord, 


How long I've been N 


: 'Tis only thou canſt help afford; 


And cauſe _y get to reſt, 


O, bleſſed "LY in vain Pre try d 


The art of . {kill; 


. And now I know that none beſide 


Thee, can a cure fulfill. 


How like: 0 God, doſt chou detain 


Thy wonted grace from me? 


. ; And I a ſpectacle remain, 


Of gricf and miſery. 


Since tis thy wonted grace: 


"WEE lans for to deface. 


e PROD we 5 
e — = #00 Re - 


* +> * 


S <4 
8 = S 2 
— — 3 SEO as 
* . w_— 


DIVINE and MORAL 


My ſicknels, Lord, has made n me look 


Back, on my miſpent years; 


But now repent with tears. 


Yet let me beg, my bleſſed God, 


Since I do feel the {mart 


Of thy ſevere afflicting rod, 


Some Pe to me c impart. 


And if it be thy bleſſed will, 
My health to me beſtow z | 


Then thy commands I will ful fill, 


And till! in . N . 


How I, when young, thy law forſook ; 


1 LXIV. The THANKSGIVING PSALM. 


0 5th Pfalm Tune) 


His mercy does abound 


7 And to thy Maker give the pralle; 5 


LE I. 18 he hath made thee found. 


From flinch now thou art ſet free 'Y 

= Death's fiery dart he's ſtay d: 

{i Thy praiſes, and thy thanks, then lee 

9 Tz 0 him be duly paid. 3 
ED L. 3 . Wi 


| 1 V TY foul. bleſs thou the Lord always; YE 
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3 With my whcle heart, yl r the Lord, 


And magnify him Rill : 


: His glorious acts I will record, 


And: bis commands fulfil. 


F or / ings" my God has heard my pray'r 35 


And has remov'd my fear: 


Still then to him I do declare, | 


Dy" voice L Il always rear. 5 


0 bleſs ths 70 ye 1 al, 


His praiſes {till proclaim; . 


a Foc he will make the finners fall, 


That call not on his name. | 


le Tis he that wond'rous t chin os hath v wrou ught, 


In former times we're told: 


He always heard thoſe men a that fought. 


His covenant of old. 


7 : For he will ſurely hear as ery. 


Ol thoſe that ſeek his face: 


And {tr 21ght to him he inſtantly 


Does ſend his 8 . £ 


Therefore with me come praif ſe the Lord, 


All ye that love his name; 


And let us {till with one accord, 


ng praiſes to the ſame. 5 
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continually.— 


xv. The ' CHRISTIA N's PRA YER. ä 


SAVIOUR. of the World! Thou 1 
that art the brightneſs of thy father's 
2 olory, and the expreſs image of his perſon; _ 
| Thou that art the beginning and end of all 
15 5 things; who haſt deſtroyed the power of 
the devil, and overcome death; Thou that 
ſitteſt at the right hand of the father, that 
mankeſt interceſſion for all the world; Thou 
that art the judge of the quick and dead; 
Ihou that will ſpeedily come down in thy 
father” s glory, to reward all men according 
to their works; be thou my light and peace; 
be thou my guide and director in all things, 
that I may love and fear thee as I ought.-— 
Caſt out of my heart all evil thoughts and 
wicked deſigns, that I may be ready to for- 
give all my enemies, and do good to all 
people. Thou knoweſt, O Lord, my tranſ@= | 
greſſions, and how I have finned againſt Thee --- i 
Forgive me all thoſe fins _ 


ere mention 755 greateſt offences] that I too 
trequently and flagrantly committed in mp 

= youth. And, indeed, my life hath ben 

little elſe than one continual courſe of im- 

14 piety, unthankfulneſs, and of unworthy re- 

A turns for all y goodacly and 0 8 15 
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neſs to me. How defirable am I to repent 
and become a new creature! but the allure- 5 
ments of the world, the fleſh, and the devil, 
10 ſtrongly beſet me, that without the aſſiſt⸗ 
ance of thy holy ſpirit, I am not able to with- 
ſtand thoſe powerful enemies. Aſſiſt me, 
O bleſſed Jeſus ! and let thy holy ſpirit in- 
fue good thoughts into my mind continu- 
ally; that I be not led away with the errors 
ot the wicked, nor fall from my weak, 
though good intentions. Keep my mind in 
an even temper, that 1 may meet all the 
contingencies of life as 1 ought ; that I may 
not be puffed up with pride or ambition, in 
proſperity, nor dejected in adverſity but 
| learn to imprint in my mind, That in what- 135 
ſoever (tate I am, therewith to be content. 
Let the engagements and amuſements of 
life ever prevent iny due obedience to thee, |? 
nor forget my charity and benevolence to 
my fellow creatures according to my abili- | # 
ty. Poſſeſs my foul with all Chriſtian graces | # 
and virtues, that living ſoberly, righteouſly, - 
and godly in this preſent world, I may here- 
after dwell with thee in thoſe manſions of 
bliſs and glory, which thou haſt prepared for = 
all thole t that love Thce. Amen. 5 8 
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DIVINE and MORAL 8; 


IXVI. De CO v Us 10 
ARK EN unto your Father that 


gat you, hear counſcl, and receive 


: inſtruction, that vou my. be wiſe at your: 
latter end. 


1 cannot onchads theſe eſſays. my dear 


h children, without ſcricuſſy requeſting you 
to conſider their contents, as they were 
Written purpoſely for your inſtruction.— 
{ Youth being naturally prone to diſſipation 
and folly, ought frequently to be reminded 
ol their duty. How cautious then ought 


you to be, to ſhun thoſe numerous tempt- | 


| ations that irequently ſurround you: Con- 
ſider how affecting it muſt be to parents, 
when they hear of any diſaſters that betal _ 
their children, more particularly when 
brought on by their own follies. To but 
reflect what your parents have done or you; 
how they have nurſed you in infancy, fed 
and cloathed you; given you educatior ſuf- 
ficient for your welfare, and within vo 


* good thing from you, that wos in "hel ; 
* power to beſtow. What then is your , 
but to hear their inſtructions? Be yet 
py, and they are happy; and do not, by your 7 5 
miſconduct, ring your aged baren to th 

e | graves 
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E graves before their time. Strive to get your | 


bread with honeſty, care, and induſtry ; and 


let the word of God be your chief ſtudy 
and delight. Be obedient to the laws of the 
land; let juſtice and mercy be tempered to- 
gether ; ; but ſtill lean to the ſide of the lat. 
ter; and forgive an injury rather than re- 
venge one; then you need not fear but ſuc- 


ceſs will attend your actions here, and ever- 3 
lasting bliſs hercafter. . 
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